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ANNUAL  KEPORT  of  the  Attorney  General. 

Attorney  Genkkal's  Office,  ) 
Lansing,  January  1,  1855.       \ 
To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan: 

Tho  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  the  Legislature  the  follow- 
ing report: 

Tho  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  principal  cases  and  proceedings 
that  have  received  the  attention  of  this  office  during  the  past  year: 

The  case  of  the  people  against  Charles  S.  May,  which  was  set  down 
for  re-argument,  was  heard  and  determined  at  the  last  January  term  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  respondent  had  received  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  the  county  of  Calhoun,  at  the  annual  election  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two,  for  the  office  of.  Prosecuting  Attorney,  but  was  cot 
at  the  time  of  such  election  an  attorney  at  law.  An  Information  was 
filed  at  the  relation  of  D.  Darwin  Hughes,  to  enquire  by  what  warrant 
he  assumed  to  exercise  that  office.  The  Court  held  upon  the  re-argu- 
ment of  the  case,  that  the  respondent,  not  being  an  attorney  at  law,  was 
ineligible  to  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  judgment  of  ouster 
^'as  accordingly  rendered  against  him. 

In  the  case  of  tho  People  against  the  Auditor  General,  an  applica- 
tion was  made  at  the  January  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  Man- 
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damns  to  compel  him  to  make  conveyance  of  certain  lands,  purchased 
by  the  relator,  Sidney  Sweet,  at  a  sale  of  delinquent  tax  lands.  The 
application  was  denied  upon  the  return  of  the  Auditor,  showing  infor- 
malities in  the  sale. 

The  case  of  Henry  Hock,  who  was  convicted  upon  an  indictment  for 
perjury,  in  Hillsdale  county,  which  was  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  by  writ  of  error,  was  argued  and  submitted  at  the  January 
term. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Kent  county,  in  the  case  of 
the  People  against  Charles  J.  Burnham,  upon  writ  of  error,  sued  out 
by  the  defendant,  was  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Numerous  cases  originating  before  Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts,  involving  questions  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  prohibiting  the  manufacture  of  intox- 
icating beverages,  and  the  traffic  therein,  were  argued  beforo  the  Su- 
preme Court,  at  the  January  term.  The  history  of  these  cases  is  well 
known.  The  Court  being  equally  divided  in  opinion  upon  the  import- 
ant points  presented,  no  judgments  were  rendered. 

In  the  case  of  the  people  against  Esbon  G.  Fuller,  upon  Information 
to  enquire  by  what  warrant  he  exercised  the  office  of  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner,  the  respondent  was  adjudged  guilty  of  usurpation  of 
that  office,  and  judgment  of  ouster  was  accordingly  pronounced  against 
him. 

In  the  month  of  March  last,  upon  the  complaint,  and  at  the  relation 
of  John  P.  Clark,  I  filed  an  Information  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne 
county,  against  John  Ives,  George  I*es  and  others,  to  remove  an  alleg- 
ed obstruction  from  the  highway,  below  Detroit,  occasioned  by  the  con- 
struction and  use  of  a  swing  bridge,  over  a  narrow  channel,  leading  to 
a  dry  clock,  belonging  to  those  individuals — the  case  is  still  pending. 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  I  filed  an  Information^  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  in  the  Wayne  Circuit,  against  the  Commissioner 
of  the  State  Land  Office,  to  restrain  that  officer  from  proceeding  in  the 
sales  of  swamp  lands,  which  were  tp  commence  on  the  18th  of  that 
month.  The  principal  gronnd  upon  which  an  injunction  was  prayed 
for  and  obtained,  was,  that  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  was  prema- 
ture ;  that  the  title  of  the  lands  had  not  vested  in  the  State,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  a  sale.    This  view  of 
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the  power  aad  duty  of  the  Commissioner  was  fully  sustained  by  the 
Court,  on  the  argument  of  the  motion  for  the  dissolution  of  thalnjunc- 
tion ;  and  it  was  accordingly  ordered  that  the  Injunction  should  stand 
until  the  final  hearing  of  the  case.  The  reasons  assigned  by  the  Court 
were  of  so  conclusive  a  character,  a3  to  induce  the  Commissioner  to 
withdraw  at  once,  any  further  opposition  to  the  proceeding,  and  to  aban- 
don the  sales. 

Informations  in  the  nature  of  write  of  quo  warranto,  have  been  filed 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  against  the  River  Raisin  and  Grand  River  Rail- 
road Company,  the  Bank  of  Tecumseh,  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  Rail- 
road Bank,  and  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw.  The  proceedings  have  been 
commenced  to  procure  judicial  forfeitures  of  the  charters  of  these  cor- 
porations. 

The  Schedule  hereto  annexed,  marked  A,  contains  abstracts  of  the 
Reports  of  the  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  the  several  Counties,  so  far  as 
the  same  have  been  received  at  this  office. 

WILLIAM  HALE, 

Attorney  General. 


ABSTRACTS 

OF 

THE    REPORTS 

OF 

PROSECUTING  ATTORNEYS. 
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CASES    rR03SC3T3D    bV    ISIHCTMiSSl'T. 
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AdmUTf 5 

Arsoo, 12 

A»aait  and  Battery, 1- 

Asoauit,  with  intent  to  kili. 1* 

Aaiauit ,  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape 5 

Barratry, I 

B  igamy, L' 

Breaking   jail... 4 

Burglary, I - 

Conspiracy. 'J> 

Crime  agaiaat  Nature, • 

Eabc  element 1 

Forgery, .  0 

Forcible  Entry I 

Havi.-.£  Caonterfet  Money  in  possession,  with  intent  to  pass  the  5inn>, I 

Incest. J. 

Larceav 60 

Miade  ia«anor, 2 

Malicious  Mischief, 13 

Mor-isr , 7 

Marrying   contrary  to  Statuto 1 

NuUanc;? 15 

Obstructing   Railroad    (rack,.... 1 

Obtaining  goods  under  fiabe  pr?ten3M K 

Passlaj  Counterfeit  Money, 13 

Perjury 9 

Rape, c 

Receiving  sto:en  (Joods, 7 

Re»utbsf  Officer 7 

Riot 17 


34  Doc. 

Seduction, G 

Sellingllquor  without  license, 2 

Selling  Unwholeiome  Provisions, ....  £ 

Tre8pai8  on  School  Lands, „ „ i 

Tretpasi, .' .._  9 

Violating  Election  Law, ;; 

Total, 302 


No.  , 


TABLE,  showing  the  number  of  Convictions  upon  Indictments,  and 
the  period  for  which  the  convicted  were  sentenced  to  Imprisonment 
in  the  State  Prison : 


counties 

1 

I 

i 

i 

i 

i 

I 

1 

Berrien, 

1 

1 

3 
1 

'i 

"1 

2 

'2 
i 

"i 

2 

i 

'i 

i 
i 

Cass, 

2 

Hillsdale, 

Ingham, 

1 

'2 

1 

2 
4 
1 

'2 

'3 
1 

2 

Monroe, 

Washtenaw, 

2 
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